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• Mrs. Trudi Dreyer for giving her husband Peter Dreyer’s entire
photography collection to Friends of the Smokies, in his memory.

• Jack Goodwin, volunteer photographer and supporter of the
Get on the Trail hiking series.

• Samuel Hobbs, Member since 2000, and Park enthusiast
• Beth LaFontaine, Employee of Covenant Health, Get on the

Trail’s presenting sponsor

• Jim Mowbray, Appalachian Trail Ridgerunner in Great Smoky
Mountains National Park

• Jack Williams, Honorary Board Member, Friends of Great
Smoky Mountains National Park

• Friends of the Smokies Staff Members and National Park
Service employees

View from Rich Mountain by Jim Mowbray

Cades Cove Panorama by Peter Dreyer

Deer in Cades Cove by Jack Williams

Autumn Color by Samuel Hobbs

Happy Valley Overlook by Beth LaFontaine

The Sinks Trail by Sarah Weeks

Frost at Gregory Bald by Jack Goodwin

hroughout this publication, you’ll find many beautiful images of Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  These photographs appear
through the generosity of a number of individuals who hope that sharing their unique perspectives of Great Smoky Mountains National
Park will remind others who love this vast national treasure of the importance in supporting its preservation and protection.  Friends of
the Smokies would like to thank the following individuals for lending their time and talent to enhancing our 2006 Annual Report:

T
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MISSION STATEMENT

OFFICE INFORMATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Mission of Friends of Great Smoky Mountains National Park

is to assist the National Park Service in its mission to preserve and

protect Great Smoky Mountains National Park by raising funds

and awareness and providing volunteers for needed projects.

OFFICERS

Chair: Mark Williams, Knoxville, TN

Vice Chair: Stephen W. Woody, Asheville, NC

President: Jim Hart, Knoxville, TN

Secretary: Linda Ogle, Pigeon Forge, TN

Treasurer: John Dickson, Asheville, NC

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS

Sandy Beall, Maryville, TN

Jack Williams, Knoxville, TN 

EMERITUS BOARD MEMBERS

Barney Coulter, Waynesville, NC
Natalie Haslam, Knoxville, TN
Mary Johnson, Shady Valley, TN
Kathryn McNeil, San Francisco, CA
Judy Morton, Knoxville, TN
John B. Waters, Jr., Sevierville, TN
David White, Sevierville, TN
Leon Jones, Wilma Dykeman Stokely, and 
Lindsay Young (deceased) 

MEMBERS

Fred Alexander, Franklin, NC

Mimi Cecil, Asheville, NC

Kay Clayton, Knoxville, TN

Vicky Fulmer, Maryville, TN

Bruce Hartmann, Knoxville, TN

Luke Hyde, Bryson City, NC

Dale Keasling, Knoxville, TN

Deener Matthews, Waynesville, NC

Hal Roberts, Waynesville, NC

Gary Wade, Emeritus Chair, Sevierville, TN 

FRIENDS STAFF 

President: Jim Hart

Director of Development: Sarah Weeks

Special Projects Director: Lauren Gass

Office/Special Projects 
Coordinator: Kerri Considine

Chief Financial Officer: Nan Jones

Marketing Director: Holly Burcham

North Carolina Office Manager: Elaine Stewart

Tennessee/Main Office
Jim Hart, President
3099 Winfield Dunn Parkway, Suite 2
PO Box 1660
Kodak, TN  37764
Phone: (865) 932-4794 or  1- 800-845-5665
Fax: (865) 933-7607
E-mail: fotsmail@bellsouth.net

North Carolina Office
Elaine Stewart, North Carolina Office Manager
160 South Main Street
Waynesville, NC  28786
Phone: (828) 452-0720
Fax: (828) 452-0767
E-mail: grtsmoky@bellsouth.net

Friends Website: www.friendsofthesmokies.org
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2006 was a year of changes
for Friends of the Smokies.
The Friends’ Tennessee head-
quarters moved to a new loca-
tion, after several years inside
the former home of John B.
Waters, Jr. (Board Secretary),
which was converted into
offices.  This historic location
in downtown Sevierville
offered an inviting place to
make new Friends throughout
a five-year period of tremen-
dous organizational growth.  

When Friends outgrew
that space, the City of
Sevierville offered a new home
on the second floor of the
Sevierville Chamber of
Commerce Visitors’ Center.

Downstairs is the Great Smoky Mountains Association’s
bookstore (like those at the Park Visitors Centers in Cades
Cove, Gatlinburg, Sugarlands, and Oconaluftee).  With both
Friends and the Association under one roof, the Sevierville
Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center has become an impor-
tant gateway for Park support.

Last year also brought changes in the Board of Directors.
Tennessee Supreme Court Justice Gary Wade was named
Emeritus Chair following thirteen years of service, first as
President and then as Chair of the organization.  Justice Wade
was instrumental in the establishment of Friends of Great
Smoky Mountains National Park, and remains passionate
about the protection of the Smokies. 

In accordance with the term limits contained in Friends’
by-laws, longtime board members Barney Coulter of North
Carolina and Natalie Haslam of Tennessee transitioned to
service as Emeritus Directors, and Tennessean Vicky Fulmer
became an Honorary Board Member.  These fine men and
women continue their dedication to Park preservation, even
as other great representatives fill their seats.  Attorney Luke
Hyde of Bryson City, NC, owner of the Calhoun House
Historic Inn, and Bruce Hartmann of Knoxville, publisher of
the Knoxville News Sentinel were elected to the Friends
Board in November of 2006.

Sadly, 2006 also marked the passing of two outstanding
Park advocates and Emeritus Directors of Friends of the
Smokies- Lindsay Young and Wilma Dykeman Stokely.  Both
made important contributions to the Friends’ work, and to
many other philanthropic endeavors.  They gave generously
of their time and resources to make their communities, and
the mountains that surround them, better places.  Lindsay and
Wilma were charter members of Friends, as well as founding
board members, and they are deeply missed.

While some things changed in 2006, others remained
constant.  Friends continued to be blessed with the support of
more than 4,000 active members, more than 20,000 buyers of
Friends’ specialty license plates in Tennessee and North
Carolina, and the gift of over 3,000 volunteer hours.
Through the generosity of all of these individuals, organiza-
tions, and corporations, Friends again contributed more than
$1 million to projects and programs in Great Smoky
Mountains National Park in 2006.

The beauty of the mountains is constant, as is the pur-
pose of Friends of the Smokies.  Great Smoky Mountains
National Park receives more than 9 million visitors annually,
and there is no entrance fee. Help is always needed. Although
not all donations to Friends are named in this report, on
behalf of our board and staff, I would like to express our
appreciation for every gift to preserve and protect Great
Smoky Mountains National Park.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
once wrote, “Nothing was ever
achieved without enthusiasm.”
When I meet others who learn
that I am on the board of
Friends of the Smokies, they
often share their own experi-
ences in Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.
Our mountains are surrounded
on all sides by communities of
people who celebrate them,
and look to them not only as
fixed points in space that lay
within view, whether rainy or
sunny or covered in snow, but
also as ever-present sources of
happy memories which both
ground and inspire their every-
day lives.  Their enthusiasm leads many to “give back” as it is
so often called.  People recognize that the mountains have
given them important gifts like joy, peace, adventure, and
knowledge, and they are compelled to support Great Smoky
Mountains National Park through Friends of the Smokies as a
way of showing their gratitude.  

As Chairman Mark Williams expressed, providing more
than $1 million to Great Smoky Mountains National Park in
2006 would not have been possible without the Friends’ mem-
bers, sponsors, event attendees, and foundation partners.
Friends of the Smokies is not merely a staff of seven and fif-
teen board members, Friends of the Smokies is an organiza-
tion of thousands of people who are enthusiastic about pre-
serving this special place which we all love and enjoy.  

I looked up the word “organization” on the Internet.
There were many general definitions, but the one that seemed
to best fit our purpose is from American Heritage Steadman’s
Medical Dictionary which says “Something made up of ele-
ments with varied functions that contribute to the whole and
to collective functions.”  All of the contributions that Friends
receives for the Park’s benefit illustrate this concept.  From gifts
of membership to auction purchases, from volunteers’ donations
of time to tangible items given by corporate partners, it all adds
up to the common purpose of working to preserve and protect
Great Smoky Mountains National Park.

Friends of the Smokies is a single organization that has
succeeded in helping the Park due to the generosity of count-
less people, some of whom are anonymous.  The visitors who
drop money in Friends’ donation boxes throughout the Park
are unknown.  We do not have the names and addresses of
many of our license plate holders in Tennessee and North
Carolina, who make their purchases through state agencies.
We want to express our appreciation to everyone who gives in
support of the Park.

Our last newsletter included an invitation for our mem-
bers to share their stories, photographs, and memories with us
from times spent in Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
We’ve received a few of those, but we welcome many, many
more.  Some of those are included in this annual report, and I
hope you’ll enjoy them as much as we have.

Thank you for being a Friend of the Smokies.  Please
share your enthusiasm for supporting this “people’s Park” with
others that you encounter who love these mountains.  With
your help, we can continue to achieve great things.  

FROM THE FRIENDS

Mark Williams
Chair, 

Board of Directors

Stephen W. Woody
Vice Chair,

Board of Directors
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In 2006, individuals, corporations, and 
foundations representing 43 states and the
District of Columbia made gifts to Friends of
the Smokies, hailing from as far away as
Camano Island, Washington, to as close as
Gatlinburg, TN.  Friends of the Smokies
enjoys tremendous generosity from all across
the country.  Talk to your friends in Alaska,
Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, North Dakota,
Rhode Island, and South Dakota about sup-
porting Friends of the Smokies, so that we
can boast members in every state!

Top 10 States (# of donors)
Tennessee- 2,509
North Carolina- 684
Georgia- 134
Florida- 107
Ohio- 106
South Carolina- 77
Alabama- 60
Kentucky- 55
Indiana- 54
Illinois- 45

Each year brings its
share of highlights. Some of
these events are long-await-
ed such as the birth of the
Park’s new Twin Creeks
Science and Education
Center in February. Others
are “bolts from the blue”
such as the $783,906 dona-
tion that came as a result of
a class action suit which had
no connection to the Park
or the Friends. 

When I was joined by
Friends Board Chair, Gary
Wade, President Jim Hart,
representatives of the Great
Smoky Mountains
Association, and the City of

Gatlinburg to break ground at Twin Creeks, we took the
first step towards a vision that was born in the late
1970’s.  We recently ran across a 1978 news article
which described the vital work that National Park
Service scientists were doing to keep their fingers on the
pulse of the Park’s ecosystem to ensure its protection. It
went on to say that their lab facility – the same two his-
toric cabins we now occupy – was “bursting at the
seams”, but that a new lab was planned, with construc-
tion to start in 1979, and full completion expected in
1985.

The Park’s General Management Plan, published in
1982, also called for a new lab at Twin Creeks, but those
plans went unfulfilled.  What made the difference that
finally brought this critical need to reality after so many
decades?  We are convinced that the influence of the
Friends played a critical role when they arranged to
bring Senator Fred Thompson to visit to the existing
Twin Creeks Lab. According to our Park staff, who guid-
ed the 6’6” Senator around the complex and down into
the basement lab, he promptly bumped his head on the
ceiling beams, looked around at the primitive condi-
tions, and declared, “This is an embarrassment, that a
national park of this stature should have facilities so sub-
standard.”  

That visit prompted him, and subsequently Senators
Frist and Alexander, to support a National Park Service
funding request for a new lab. Later, when the time
came to award the contract to begin work, the amount
of federal funding available fell short of the lowest bid.
So the Friends and the Great Smoky Mountains
Association responded with donations that enabled us
to award the contract, and the City of Gatlinburg agreed
to install the water and sewer on a reimbursement basis
at no cost up-front. 

Late in 2006 I again joined Justice Wade and Jim
Hart to accept the huge check as a settlement of a class
action lawsuit which found that thousands of consumers
had been overcharged due to price-fixing in the poly-
ester industry. Since these individual victims could not
be compensated, Judge Richard Vance chose from
among numerous worthy causes and directed the largest
portion to the Friends. Plaintiff’s attorney, Gordon Ball,
heartily approved of the choice and said, “With more
than 9 million people visiting the Smokies each year,
there’s no question that the Friends will be able to uti-
lize the money to provide clear and long-lasting public
benefit.” 

As the stewards of this internationally recognized
national park, my staff and I are constantly aware of
how valuable this Park is, and how vital the Friends
have become in helping to protect it. So we sincerely
appreciate when we see that our elected officials and
neighbors in the community recognize the Park’s needs
and act to help us to provide them.   

FOR THE PARK

Dale Ditmanson
Superintendent

N
P

S

Glenn and JoAnne
Marshall have been

members of Friends of
the Smokies since

1995. Glenn sent this
photo of Wild

Columbine he spotted
along the Chestnut Top
Trail (*Please note, he

observed Leave No
Trace Outdoor Ethics

by not picking the
flower, but is “posing”

it for the shot!)



The premier auction item at the 2006 Evergreen Ball was the 1.5

acre lot at The Estates at Norton Creek, adjacent to Great Smoky

Mountains National Park.  Representatives of Norton Creek, LLC,

which gave the lot, are pictured here, (from left to right) Robin and

DeAnn Turner, Cathy Ackermann and Tommy Walker, Regina and Jim

Murray.  Jim and Judy Griess, of Knoxville, placed the winning bid. The

Evergreen Ball has become Friends’ largest single fundraising event,

drawing the greatest number of Park sup-

porters and raising the most money each

year.  This special evening of fundraising

and friends-making would not be possible

without all of the sponsors and volunteers

who give generously to make it happen!

For more information on the Evergreen

Ball, contact Friends’ Special Projects

Director Lauren Gass at (800) 845-5665.

2006 HIGHLIGHTS

It was a dark and stormy night, but that did not stop more than

100 of the Park’s best friends from bidding vigorously during the 9th

annual Picnic in Pittman for the Park.  It rained (torrentially).  The

wind blew (furiously).  It hailed (hatefully).  The power went out

(and stayed out).  But many of Friends’ supporters are outdoor

enthusiasts who aren’t bothered by that kind of weather!  Host Jim

Ogle found a generator to keep things running smoothly, and when

the power came back on at the end of the night, Friends had raised

$95,000 for a number of important Park

needs, including hemlock protection in the

Greenbrier area of the Park, the Landon

Caldwell scholarship fund at Tremont, and

the Park’s Rocky Top Volunteer Trail Crew.

Everything was dampened, except enthusiasm

for preserving and protecting the Park! At

right- Co-hosts Coach Philip and Vicky Fulmer

with Jim Ogle and Coach Bruce Pearl. Steve

Caldwell and Justice Gary Wade assist auctioneer

G.H. Conner during the live auction.  

In 2006, Friends of the Smokies provided $10,000 in support of the

Appalachian Bear Rescue center which rehabilitates orphaned and

injured black bears for reintroduction into the wild, and works to edu-

cate the public about the dangers that humans can pose to bears.

Friends also gave the Park nearly $4,000 to maintain food-cabling sys-

tems at all of the Park’s backcountry campsites, in order to break the

cycle of bear exposure to human food, which leads to dangerous conse-

quences for both bears and Park visitors. To learn more about how you can

help protect black bears from people food and garbage, visit www.appalachi-

anbearrescue.org.  

Jack Williams

Sam Hobbs
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Jack Williams

Jack Williams

Jack Williams



2006 H IGHLIGHTS

From time to time, Friends of the Smokies is the beneficiary of a very special type
of gift -a planned gift- which is typically a contribution that comes from an individualÕs
estate.  Such was the case with two extraordinary bequests totaling $55,000 in 2006
from Theressa Brichetto, who wanted to provide for the Park upon her passing.  
The gifts will help refurbish exhibits at Sugarlands Visitor Center, which serves
800,000 visitors annually as well as providing tree and shrub identification labels 
along the Fighting Creek Trail at Sugarlands.  Planned giving is a very meaningful 
way to provide for Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  To learn more, visit
www.friendsofthesmokies.org/help.html or call Sarah Weeks, Director of Development
at (800) 845-5665.

The Richard Haiman National Park Foundation has been tremendously gen-
erous to Friends of the Smokies and Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
They have been extremely helpful to the thousands of Appalachian Trail (A.T.)
thru-hikers who trek through the Smokies each year.  Through the support of the
Foundation, eight of the ParkÕs fifteen backcountry shelters have been renovated
into more hospitable and user-friendly stopovers along the A.T., even incorporat-
ing skylights into the redesign to allow more natural light to filter in.  In 2006,
the Richard Haiman National Park Foundation provided $11,000 to rehab the
Cosby Knob Shelter, as well as $6,000 for improvements to the Cataract Falls
Trail, and another $10,000 in support of the Parks as Classrooms program.  This is
the seventh straight year that the Foundation has supported the Parks as
Classrooms program, which is a curriculum-based series of lessons presented to
thousands of elementary and middle school children in East Tennessee and

Western North Carolina.  The generosity of the Richard Haiman National Park Foundation is beneficial to many Park visitors, area
residents, and Friends of the Smokies!

NPS

NPS
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The hemlock woolly adelgid is a destructive exotic invasive insect which threatens thousands of
acres of eastern hemlock trees in Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  The adelgid arrived in Great
Smoky Mountains National Park in 2002, and quickly moved to the top of the ParkÕs priority list due to
the potential for devastation.  Friends has made fighting the adelgid easier by providing nearly $1 million
in four years for the ongoing battle.  One of the major tools in the ParkÕs treatment arsenal is thousands of
tiny predator beetles which feed on the hemlock woolly adelgid.  These beetles are bred for the fight at
the Lindsay Young Beneficial Insects Laboratory at the University of Tennessee, and then released into
the Park to devour adelgids.  By 2006, FriendsÕ support for the laboratory reached $236,000 over three
years.  Friends provided direct support totaling more than $137,000 to Great Smoky Mountains National
Park in 2006 for hemlock treatment and extensive tree survey and monitoring work.  In 2006, Friends of
the SmokiesÕ support for the fight against the hemlock woolly adelgid was honored by the Association for
Partners of Public Lands (APPL) with the top Partnership Award and the overall Excellence Award,
along with the Great Smoky Mountains Association.

Science education in Western North Carolina got a boost in late
2005 with a three-year grant totaling $138,600 from the Burroughs
Wellcome Fund.  This grant follows an initial three-year $165,100 grant
from Burroughs Wellcome in 2002.  Both gifts support science education
programs for middle and high school students in Western North Carolina.
In 2006, nine paid interns worked at the Appalachian Highlands Science
Learning Center at Purchase Knob alongside Science Coordinator, Paul
Super.  Aaron Patterson of Tuscola High School focused on the Vesper
Sparrow, a grassland bird which had been found at Purchase Knob for sev-
eral years.  It was the only placeit had been found reproducing in the Park.
Aaron intended to study the behavior of the Vesper sparrow, but when he
got started, the birds disappeared from Purchase Knob.  His resultant
study on their departure suggested that the natural vegetation had grown

too tall to be an ideal habitat.  Young people are doing real science at Purchase Knob with the help of the Burroughs Wellcome
Fund! Left-Summer interns Jacob Nichols and Aaron Patterson of Tuscola High School measuring a garter snake.  

Paul Bolstad, University of
Minnesota, Bugwood.org

NPS


