
The twelfth annual Friends Across the
Mountains telethon brought in $203,740 Ð
the highest grand total in the history of 
this annual event to support Friends of the
Smokies.  

ÒIt was an amazing event,Ó said Dale
Ditmanson, Superintendent of Great
Smoky Mountains National Park.  ÒJust as
important, it was a very successful event.
We are thankful to have such strong support
from both local residents and visitors.Ó

The telethon was broadcast from 7:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 10,
on WBIR-TV Channel 10 in Knoxville and
WLOS-TV Channel 13 in Asheville. This
is the ninth year that the two stations have

cooperated in a simulcast to benefit
Friends of Great Smoky Mountains
National Park.

The grand total included gifts of
$5,000 each from Stop Õn Save of
Sevier County; Bill Stokely and
LeConte Lodge; and Phillip and
Vicky Fulmer, who made their gift
in memory of Landon Caldwell.

ÒItÕs great to hear all those phones
ringing and to hear our volunteers
recording all those pledges and
donations,Ó said Jim Hart, President
of the Friends organization. ÒWe
want to thank our donors, our volunteers,
the two television stations, the park

employees, and everyone else who made
this yearÕs telethon the best one yet.Ó

(sha-CON-a-gee)

the place of blue smoke, the Cherokee name for the Great Smoky Mountains
© Don McGowan
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Telethon Tops $200,000

Alcoa Foundation, Alcoa Inc. Grant $67,000+ for Smokies Project

Friends Board Chair Gary Wade and WBIRÕs Bill Williams 
rallied viewers to a record total for the Friends Across the
Mountains telethon on August 10.

In August, Alcoa Foundation and Alcoa
Inc. Tennessee Operations announced grants
totaling $67,750 for projects benefiting
Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
These funds are part of more than $22 million
that will be distributed around the world by
Alcoa Foundation this year.

Grants benefiting the Smokies included
$15,000 to Friends of the Smokies for
Parks as Classrooms teacher workshops;
$5,250 to the Appalachian Bear Rescue for
technology upgrades; $10,000 to Discover
Life in America for their ATBI
Connections program; $12,500 to the Great
Smoky Mountains Association to help
launch a new park-focused magazine;
$15,000 to the Great Smoky Mountains
Institute at Tremont for their citizen science
program; and $10,000 to the University of
Tennessee to support the Lindsay Young
Beneficial Insects Laboratory and the
ongoing fight to save the hemlocks.

A local group of 13 business, community,
and government leaders reviewed a total of
88 grant proposals from the East Tennessee

community totaling more than $1.7 million
in funding requests.  The group is 
responsible for evaluating and making
recommendations to Alcoa Tennessee
Operations and Alcoa Foundation on what
projects should be funded.  They selected a
total of 29 projects worth more than
$330,000.

ÒThe best way to assess the grant 
proposals we receive each year is to ask

those that have their finger on the pulse of
the community to review proposals with
us,Ó said Malcolm Murphy, Location
Manager for AlcoaÕs Rigid Packaging
Division in East Tennessee.  ÒThe funding
that we invest into the region is truly a
community effort.Ó

AlcoaÕs Tennessee Operations is 
the worldÕs largest producer of rolled 
aluminum can sheet for beverage cans.   
It has been in operation in Blount County,
Tennessee, since 1910 and currently
employs approximately 1,850 East
Tennesseans in its Blount and Knox
County locations.  Tennessee Operations 
is one of 328 Alcoa operating locations in
43 countries.

ÒAlcoa, the park, and the parkÕs various
partners all believe very strongly in 
conservation and education,Ó said Jim Hart,
President of Friends of the Smokies.  ÒWe
are very grateful to Alcoa and the Alcoa
Foundation for showing such strong 
support for the Smokies again this year.Ó 

Alcoa Foundation and Alcoa Inc. provided $15,000 to
Friends of the Smokies to support a series of teacher
workshops utilizing ideas from the very successful
Parks as Classrooms program

Jack W
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A recent book by Richard Louv
has attracted quite a bit of attention
among parents, educators, and 
supporters of public lands.  Entitled
Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our
Children from Nature-Deficit
Disorder, the book provides both
anecdotes and research to present
many good reasons why children
need to spend more time in the
great outdoors.

These ideas are not new to our
supporters.  Donors like the
Cornerstone Foundation, the Richard Haiman National Park
Foundation, the Alcoa Foundation, the Duke Energy Foundation,
The Park Grill, and many others have provided steadfast support
for the SmokiesÕParks as Classrooms program, which provides
nature-based learning experiences to thousands of local school-
children each year.  

More recently, with support from Unilever, the National Park
Foundation, and the Alcoa Foundation, the park overhauled its
Junior Ranger program, and participation tripled.  These numbers
provide very encouraging news that we are enabling and 
achieving the kinds of results that Louv would applaud.

In his book, Louv also states, ÒAny natural place contains an
infinite reservoir of information, and therefore the potential for
inexhaustible new discoveries.Ó  Park employees, volunteers, and
visitors know of this potential, too.  After all, they have joined
forces in recent years to discover more than 5,000 species new to
the park, including 612 species entirely new to science.  Friends
of the Smokies has provided hundreds of thousands of dollars to
support this very successful biological treasure hunt. 

Of course, discovery can also take place at a very personal
level for people of all ages Ð when a child first sees a woodpecker
chipping a hole in the trunk of a tree or when a researcher is 
able to correlate high levels of ground-level ozone with physical
damage to plants.  In turn, these discoveries encourage children
to pursue careers in resource management and science, and 
they lead resource managers to better understand and manage
outstanding natural resources like the Great Smoky Mountains.
Again, we can thank donors like the Burroughs Wellcome Fund
and the North Carolina GlaxoSmithKline Foundation for 
making it possible for us to provide excellent science education
programs for both students and teachers.

It feels good to know that what we have been doing together
in the Smokies for so many years is now catching on elsewhere,
thanks in large part to Richard Louv and many others. Of course,
our work is not over.  We have literally millions of opportunities
each year to provide children of all ages with opportunities to
experience the natural wonders of the Smokies.  Your gifts help
us fund both the protection of the parkÕs great resources, from
black bears to brook trout to wildflowers, and the ranger-led 
programs that help children and visitors discover and learn and
grow.  For all you do to make these results possible, thank you! 

As the newest member of the
SmokiesÕManagement Team Ð but
also as one who served in the
Smokies as a young ÒBuck RangerÓ
in the North Carolina district from
1980 to 1983, I have been invited by
Superintendent Dale Ditmanson to
share some of my observations upon
returning after 23 years.

During my first few months back,
I have been struck by a number of
changes.  The forest itself has grown
taller and noticeably lusher.

Evidence of logging and other human disturbance is fast 
fading as the forests have matured.  The ParkÕs management and
relations with its neighbors have also matured.  In 1980, there
was no ÒFriends of the SmokiesÓ as an organization, and the
Park had far fewer friends in neighboring communities.  The
word ÒpartnershipÓ was not in the NPS lexicon or part of 
management philosophy here or throughout the NPS.  We
thought we had to address all the ParkÕs needs using only the
personnel on our payroll and using federal funding.  Given that
both were limited, we felt that many problems were beyond our
capability to respond.  

If the hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA) had arrived in 1980
rather than 2002, it would have been accepted as a tragic, but
unavoidable event.  Fortunately, the situation has changed 
considerably since then.  The Park, the Friends, the University 
of Tennessee, the two states, the US Forest Service, and others
have worked together to respond quickly to this threat and 
significantly alter the outcome. Friends of the Smokies alone 
has raised more than $900,000 to help address this problem.
Thank you!

I am amazed and impressed at the depth and breadth of
appreciation and love of this park from the FriendsÕboard, its
membership, and other supporters.  My experience from other
assignments is that this group is an exception rather than the rule
when it comes to supporting a park.  I think that, as individuals,
the love of the Smokies has always been there, but it took an
organization with strong and highly-respected leaders to mobilize
it and bring resources to the Park.  The Friends has such leaders
and dedicated members and, for this, all should be very proud.

Finally, Superintendent Ditmanson and the rest of the
Smokies staff join me in congratulating the FriendsÕBoard
Chair, Gary Wade, on his appointment to the Tennessee
Supreme Court.  We are all pleased that GaryÕs excellent track
record as a jurist has been recognized by his selection for this
most important and prestigious position.  We are also very
happy to know that, despite all the new pressures and demands
that this new post will place upon Gary, he has committed to
continue to be an important part of the Friends organization.
Congratulations, Gary!
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During the week of Monday, November
6th through Saturday, November 11th, M. S.
McClellan will donate 10% of ALL sales
to Friends of the Smokies.  

Ranked as a Top 100 Store by Esquire
Magazine, M. S. McClellan is celebrating its
40th anniversary as a purveyor of fine clothing
to the Knoxville community and beyond.  

Asked about the promotion with
Friends of the Smokies, Bob McClellan
stated, ÒWithout the support of so many
people from East Tennessee, we simply
could not have survived.  We feel itÕs only
proper to give something back to this great
region we call home.  M. S. McClellan
believes strongly in the mission of the
Friends of the Smokies and weÕre proud to
do our part to help them.Ó

M. S. McClellan is no stranger to the
donor rolls of Friends of the Smokies.  For
the last three years, they have participated in
the auctions at the Evergreen Ball in
Knoxville, including offering a $10,000 
shopping spree as one of the featured live
auction items during the 2006 Evergreen Ball.

So, if youÕve been holding out on
adding to your fall wardrobe, nowÕs the
time to do a little shopping, while also
helping to preserve the Great Smoky
Mountains!  For store directions or more
information, please call M. S. McClellan at
(865) 584-3492.

Tennessee/Main Office
Jim Hart, President

Holly Burcham, Marketing Manager

Kerri Considine, Office/Special Projects Assistant

Lauren Gass, Special Projects Coordinator

Nan Jones, Assistant Director ofOperations

Street Address:
3099 Winfield Dunn Parkway, Suite 2
Kodak, TN 37764-1534

Mailing Address:
PO Box 1660
Kodak, TN 37764-7660

Phone:  (865) 932-4794 or 
(800) 845-5665

Fax:  (865) 933-7607
E-mail:  fotsmail@bellsouth.net

North Carolina Off ice
George Ivey, Director ofDevelopment
Elaine Stewart, Membership and Office Assistant

160 South Main Street
Waynesville, NC 28786
Phone:  (828) 452-0720
Fax:  (828) 452-0767
E-mail: grtsmoky@bellsouth.net

Website: 
www.friendsofthesmokies.org

Staff& Office
Information

Board ofDirectors
Gary R. Wade ¥ Sevierville,TN

Chair
Stephen W. Woody¥ Asheville,NC

Vice Chair
John B. Waters ¥ Sevierville,TN

Secretary
John B. Dickson¥ Asheville,NC

Treasurer

Board Members
Fred Alexander¥ Franklin,NC
Bill Baxter¥ Knoxville,TN
Mimi Cecil¥ Asheville,NC
Myron Coulter¥Waynesville,NC
Vicky Fulmer¥ Maryville,TN
Natalie Haslam¥ Knoxville,TN
Mary Johnson¥ Shady Valley,TN
Deener Matthews¥ Waynesville,NC
Linda Ogle¥ Pigeon Forge,TN
Hal Roberts¥ Waynesville,NC and Lakeland,FL
Mark K. Williams¥ Knoxville,TN

Emeritus Board Members
Kathryn McNeil¥ San Francisco,CA
Wilma Dykeman Stokely¥ Asheville,NC
Judy Morton¥ Knoxville,TN
David White¥ Sevierville,TN

Honorary Board Members
Sandy Beall ¥ Maryville,TN
Jack Williams¥ Knoxville,TN

M. S. McClellan ofKnoxville
Celebrates and Donates

The inviting aroma of naturally seasoned timber. A
stone hearth. Family members enjoying a weekend retreat.
A treasured home to last a lifetime. These are all images
that come to mind when stepping inside the rustically 
elegant Heritage Log Homes show home in Sevierville,
Tennessee. For more than thirty years, Heritage Log
Homes has built top-quality permanent family homes and
second residences using a dual-patented log construction
system, and the company leaders are currently building a
strong relationship with Friends of Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.

HeritageÕs founder and owner, Bill Parsons, left the space program in the early 1970s
to help construct the Gatlinburg Tram. His love of mountain architecture inspired the
creation of Heritage Log Homes. Meanwhile, his deep appreciation of the Smokies led
him to include Friends of Great Smoky Mountains National Park in his corporate phi-
lanthropy. Mr. Parsons has attended several FriendsÕevents, and Heritage generously
sponsored the 2004 Sharks for the Park event at RipleyÕs Aquarium of the Smokies.

In January of 2006, Heritage Log Homes became a new sponsor of the 3rd

annual Evergreen Ball, joining a distinguished group of individuals, corporations, and
foundations in making it the most successful special event in FriendsÕ thirteen-year 
history. Preparations are underway for the January 27, 2007 Evergreen Ball, and Heritage
plans to renew its support for the Ball. Company president Mike Magill explains why
they contribute to Friends, ÒThe Smokies are so much a part of the ÔheritageÕof East
Tennessee that it only makes sense for us to support an organization working to preserve
the parkÕs natural resources, historical structures, and culture.Ó

While remaining committed to creating timeless log home designs tailored to individual
customer needs, the company is increasingly being called upon to provide entire 
Òtree-to-keyÓ communities, such as Cielo Falls in Boone, North Carolina. The company
carefully designs these projects to ensure that they blend into the unique topography of
the land and complement the natural surroundings. Bob Hanggi, Vice President of
Marketing says, ÒWe provide a superior product within the log home industry, and we
carry that forward into everything that we do.Ó You can find out more about Heritage
Log Homes on the web at www.heritagelog.com.

Sevier CountyÕs  ÒHeritageÓ
Supports Friends

New Tennessee Office Mailing Address
As noted in the column to the left, the mailing address for our Tennessee office has
changed to PO Box 1660, Kodak, TN 37764-7660.  Reply envelopes addressed to our
old address (PO Box 5650 in Sevierville) can still be used for the next six months.

From the home of Noah ÒBudÓ Ogle to
the latest offerings of Heritage Log
Homes, log homes have long been a part
of life in the Smoky Mountain region.

©
 D

on M
cG

ow
an



Life in the Smokies tends to be a bit wild.  From black bears 
to elk and from turtles to bats to peregrine falcons, Great Smoky
Mountains National Park is teeming with wildlife.  The people
supporting these projects are equally diverse, including many 
conservation leaders of tomorrow.  

This year alone, Friends of the Smokies provided the park with
more than $80,000 to support a small army of Student
Conservation Association (SCA) interns, who are usually college
students or recent college graduates.  Many of these interns work
in the parkÕs wildlife management programs, including bear and
elk management and population studies; bat monitoring; and wild
hog management.  ÒI have always had deep passion for protecting
wildlife and the environment,Ó said Christina Perez, one of the
SCAinterns.  ÒI feel it is important that we do all we can to help
preserve our national parks for future generations.  I know I will
take all the skills, knowledge, and education I have gained from
working here at the park and use it toward my career in the near
future.Ó

Meanwhile, the Burroughs Wellcome Fund has supported a
separate internship program which gives area high school students
the opportunity to work at the Appalachian Highlands Science
Learning Center at Purchase Knob.  Now in its fourth year, this
internship program includes hands-on experience studying a wide
variety of species, including snakes, salamanders, moths, beetles,
dragonflies, mosquitoes, vesper sparrows, galls, and leaf miners.

Turtles were among the latest subjects of study for these
interns.  Using tracking devices, radio signals, and triangulation,
the interns had great success tracking box turtles around Purchase
Knob.  The project was used not only to determine the extent of
the area used by the turtles, but also the habitats they prefer and
growth changes.  Intern Skyler Thompson, who graduated from
Tuscola High School this past spring, commented that ÒI wanted
to be a part of this unique internship to help me decide what I

want to do with the rest of my life.  It has been an awesome 
experience working outdoors with nature and seeing firsthand
how important and relevant science is to everyday life. I have
absolutely loved every minute of it!Ó  Interns like Skyler not only
have the invaluable experience of working directly in the field,
but they also work alongside scientists from all over the world, 
making it, along with many other park internships, a truly 
unforgettable experience.

Friends of the Smokies would like to thank all the donors who
have helped make these wildlife programs such a great success,
while also giving the next generation the training necessary to
tackle tomorrowÕs challenges in science and conservation.  

Friends of the Smokies also thanks intern Elizabeth Moser for 
her help in compiling this article and many others during her
internship at the North Carolina office of Friends of the Smokies
this past year.  Elizabeth is now attending NC State and pursuing
a career in Environmental Engineering.  Thanks, Elizabeth, and
best of luck!
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On the Wild Side
by Elizabeth Moser

Christina Perez from Texas A&M University spent the summer of 2006 in the
Smokies as a Student Conservation Association intern.  She assisted with black
bear research and wild hog management.  Thanks to Friends of the Smokies and its
donors, the Smokies hosts numerous high school students, college students, and
recent graduates each year in order to advance wildlife conservation projects
throughout the park.

Through a program funded by the Burroughs
Wellcome Fund, dozens of high school students
have completed internships based at the
Appalachian Highlands Science Learning Center
at Purchase Knob.  The students engage in a 
variety of scientific endeavors, including the use
of radio telemetry to track movements of turtles
over time.  These efforts add to the parkÕs 
knowledge base, while also encouraging students
to explore science-based studies and careers.
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Legendary Hiker Honored and Remembered 
Through Trail Fund

by John Shearer
For many years, Margaret Stevenson

was an inspiration to fellow members of
the Wednesday Hikers group of Blount
County, Tennessee, for her ability to get up
hills and for her uplifting personality.

Despite the fact that she did not start
hiking in the Smokies regularly until she
was in her 60s, she made 718 round trips
to the top of Mount LeConte.  She also 
finished hiking all of the parkÕs trails with
physician Elgin Kintner of Maryville,
Tennessee.

Margie Ribble, StevensonÕs daughter,
reports that her mother was born in China
to missionary parents and that her interest
in hiking began while she was a counselor
at Campfire Girls camps.  An outstanding
graduate of the University of Oklahoma,
she later moved around the country with
her minister husband Ð and also began
moving around on her feet.

In the 1950s, while in Twinsburg, Ohio,
she began walking around town for thera-

py. After moving to Tryon, North Carolina,
the walks turned into hikes after she met
some hikers.

When she and her husband retired in
1973 and moved to Maryville, she helped
start the Wednesday Hikers.  ÒI think it was
a group of women mostly in the beginning,
and other people heard about it,Ó said her
daughter.

Longtime member Debbie Way said
that the group now has 100 hikers on its
rolls and offers three hikes each
Wednesday. 

Like many people, Way admired
StevensonÕs upbeat and non-judgmental
personality.  So did Tom Wainner.  ÒWhen
she met you, she would take note of your
name and the next time you saw her, she
knew you,Ó he said. 

Her daughter, who said her motherÕs
favorite trail was up Mount LeConte,
recalled that when she would hike with her
mother, people would always recognize
her.  ÒShe was very knowledgeable. She
knew all the wildflowers,Ó she said. ÒShe
also had a sympathetic ear and a positive
outlook on life.Ó

After spending her last few years at
Asbury Place Health Center in Maryville,
Margaret Stevenson passed away in
October at the age of 94. However, her
positive presence continues through an
endowment fund established several years
ago in her honor.

The fund started about 1997 and, like
the SmokiesÕecosystem, has continued to
evolve. Wainner said that after he had been
hiking with the group for about a year, 
during which time Stevenson was there
nearly every week, he suggested that the
group start taking up a collection for the
parkÕs upkeep. 

ÒEvery week I would pass a jug,
although sometimes I would forget,Ó he
said.  Eventually, most people preferred
writing a check at the groupÕs annual
Christmas party.

ÒAbout three or four years in, it was
suggested by fellow hiker Jim Harb that 
we make it an endowment and spend the

interest off the fund,Ó said Wainner.
ÒSomebody suggested calling it the
Margaret Stevenson Endowment Fund.Ó

Through both Christmas party donations
and contributions to the milk jug that is
still often passed around, the fund balance
has grown to more than $20,000, with gifts
of varying sizes coming from more than 
80 different donors.  Anyone wishing to
contribute to the fund may send a check
payable to the Friends of the Smokies at
PO Box 1660, Kodak, TN, 37764, with a
notation specifying ÒStevenson Fund.Ó

ÒMargaret Stevenson became legendary
in the hiking community,Ó said Jim Hart,
President of Friends of the Smokies. ÒWe
are very proud to be a part of this effort to
honor and remember Margaret Stevenson
and to utilize the funds to help care for the
trails she enjoyed so much and so often.Ó

John Shearer, who loves the outdoors 
and the Smokies, is a freelance writer
based in Knoxville. He may be reached 
at jcshearer2@comcast.net. 

Margaret Stevenson, seen here at LeConte Lodge,
made more than 700 round trips up and down 
Mount LeConte.

The fund established in honor of Margaret Stevenson
helps provide long-term funding to care for the parkÕs
extensive trail system, including the Alum Cave Trail.
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Taste of the Grill
Sunday, December 3

Join Friends of the Smokies from 12:30-2:30 p.m. on
Sunday, December 3, at The Park Grill in Gatlinburg for this
annual benefit for the award-winning Parks as Classrooms
program.  Tickets are $75 each and include a generous
brunch, courtesy of Geoff and Pat Wolpert and The Park
Grill.  For tickets or for more information, please call
Friends of the Smokies at (865) 932-4794.

4th Annual Evergreen Ball
Saturday, January 27

Mark your calendars for the 4th Annual Evergreen Ball on the
evening of Saturday, January 27, 2007, at the Knoxville
Convention Center. The formal evening will again include
cocktails, a fine dinner, and both silent and live auctions full
of surprises.  To donate an auction item, reserve your space,
or receive more information, please call Friends of the
Smokies at (865) 932-4794.

The Civil War in the Smokies
The area that is now part of Great Smoky Mountains National
Park has a surprising and often untold Civil War history. As the
author Noel Fisher puts it, ÒThis was a war where men rode to
the house of a neighbor they had known for many years, called
him to the door and shot him deadÉ.Ó 190 pages with historic
photos and maps.  #400735  $12.95

Great Smoky Mountains 2007 Calendar
Beautiful full-color wall calendar with images of rolling moun-
tains, rollicking streams, log cabins, wildflowers, and other
Smoky Mountain masterpieces. Also contains information on
special park events. Special this year are photos and text about
Smoky Mountains waterfalls. Photographs by Adam Jones.
Large 12" x 12" size, spiral bound.  #600001  $9.95

The Walker Sisters of Little Greenbrier
This gorgeous, full color book tells the intriguing
story of the six Walker Sisters who made a rich
life for themselves on a small farm in the Great
Smoky Mountains. They were famous for their
myriad skills as spinners, weavers, quilters,
farmers, craftsmen, cooks, herb doctors and
poets. Featured in the Saturday Evening
Post, the sisters battled to keep their home
and became eccentric tourist attractions
after the park was established. 60 pages.
#400730  $7.95

Waterfalls of the Smokies
NEW! This full color guidebook reveals the
locations of 41 of the most beautiful roadside
and trailside waterfalls in the Great Smoky
Mountains. Each featured waterfall includes a
detailed description with directions, color
photo, and a full-page color shaded relief map.
How else will you find Twin, Upper Meigs, or
Little Creek falls? In addition, hike-to falls
include a precise trail elevation profile.
Handy 4" x 6" size with rounded corners
makes this book convenient to carry in pack
or pocket. Published by Great Smoky
Mountains Association. 208 pages. #400266  $10.95

Save the Hemlocks T-shirt
We lost the chestnut trees, and most of
the Fraser firs. Will we lose the Eastern
hemlock, too? Not on our watch! All
proceeds from your purchase of this
beautiful shirt will go to save hemlock
trees in the Smokies. The purchase of
one shirt will generate enough income
to save one 75-foot tree. Features art
by Robert Tino. 
Short-sleeve  #650440  S - XL $18.95   
XXL $20.95
Long sleeve  #650445   S - XL $22.95    XXL $25.95

Friends T-shirt
Show your support forFriends with this quality, 100%
cotton T-shirt with a pocket-sizedFriends logo on the front and
colorful, full-sizedlogo on the back.#670008   S - XL $15.95

Friends Ball Cap
Brandish your support for Friends of Great Smoky

Mountains National Park with this handsome, stur-
dy, 100% cotton cap. Features a nicely embroi-
dered Friends logo on the front and handy Velcro

strap on the back. Super quality construction.
#670011   $15.95

SHOP for the SMOKI E S!

www.SmokiesStore.org ¥ 1-888-898-9102
All purchases benefit the Park!

Friends 
members receive 
a 15% discount 
at stores or by 

mail order
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Friends of the Smokies would like to recognize the following donors for their recent and very generous contributions
received between July 6, 2006 and October 17, 2006:

While space does not allow us to recognize every donor and every contribution, Friends of the Smokies sincerely
appreciates every gift.

Leadership Gifts

Thanks to a recent set of changes to the
U.S. tax laws, people age 701/2 and older
can now donate up to $100,000 from their
Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA)
directly to their favorite charitable 
organization(s) both this year and next.
Donations of lessthan $100,000 per year
are of course acceptable, too!

This new tax law provision could make
particularly good sense for people with 
substantial accumulations in their IRA
accounts.  This is especially true for
Traditional IRAs, which are potentiallysubject
to both income taxes and estate taxes.
Though the donor cannot take a tax 
deduction by donating funds from 
traditional IRAs, he or she will not have to
count any of the donated funds as income
or pay any income tax on the donated
funds.  With more than $3.5 trillion socked
away in IRAs in this country, this new 
provision might provide a smart way for

certain donors to support Friends of the
Smokies and other charities.  

If you are interested in making such a
gift, please consult with the company that
manages your Individual Retirement
Account(s).  Consultations with your
accountant or financial advisor are also 

recommended.  You may also call George
Ivey, Director of Development, Friends of
the Smokies, at (828) 452-0720. All
inquiries are handled confidentially and
place you under no obligation. Please
remember that this provision is currently
valid only through the end of 2007.

A Pot ofGold
for the

Smokies?

¥ Tennessee License Plate Supporters, $134,763 
(quarterly payment)

¥ North Carolina License Plate Supporters, 
$47,580 (quarterly payment)

¥ Paddison Charitable Foundation, Knoxville, TN,
$12,000 for general support

¥ Trotter and Associates Architect, Gatlinburg, TN,
$12,189, gift-in-kind of architectural services for the
new Friends office in Tennessee

¥ Mr. and Mrs.Bradford G. Stanback, Canton, NC,
$10,000 for hemlock forest protection

¥ Mr s.Wilma Maples, Gatlinburg, TN, $10,000 for the
Tremont Endowment

¥ The Haslam 3 Foundation, Knoxville, TN, $10,000 for
the Tremont Endowment

¥ Asheville Savings Bank, Asheville, NC, $7,500 for 
general support

¥ Mr. and Mrs.James D. Blalock, Sevierville, TN,
$5,000 for general support

¥ Blount County, Maryville, TN, $5,000 to support
Tremont

¥ The Swag Country Inn, Waynesville, NC, $3,000 for
general support

¥ CitiFinancial Auto, Knoxville, TN, $3,000 to support
programs at Tremont

¥ Mr. and Mrs.David V. White, Knoxville, TN, $2,500
for park protection efforts

¥ Mr. John B.Waters, Sevierville, TN, $2,000 for 
general support

¥ Niswonger Foundation, Greeneville, TN, $2,000 for
general support
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Available in TN at your local
County ClerkÕs office. $31.24
of the $35 specialty license
plate fee goes to Friends.

Available in NC at your local
license plate agency. $20 ofthe
$30 specialty license plate fee
goes to Friends.
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The Smoky Mountains Hiking Club
needs volunteers to help maintain the 
section of the Appalachian Trail within
Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  
If you are interested in helping out, please
go online to www.smhclub.org and click
on the item just under the logo on the
home page.  That link provides detailed
information on what is needed and how 
to sign up.  

Volunteers 
Needed!
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Peter Dreyer Estate Donates
Photographic Collection to Friends

Gifts to Friends of the Smokies come in all shapes and sizes, from monetary 
contributions through individuals, corporations and foundations, to the merchandise
and artistic creations offered in our special event auctions. Recently, Friends 
received a very unique and beautiful collection of print and slide photographyfrom 
the estate of Peter Dreyer of Knoxville.  Mr. DreyerÕs work covered a broad range 
of subject matter, focused primarily on the wonders he encountered in the natural
world.  One of his favorite places to photograph was Great Smoky Mountains
National Park, especially waterfalls, autumn mountainscapes, and Cades Cove.  

His love for the Smokies led his wife, Trudy, to offer this deeply meaningful 
gift to Friends of the Smokies. She recently wrote, ÒI have always felt that his 
photos and slides should be donated to a group or organization that would be able
to appreciate them and use them most effectively.Ó  

Peter Dreyer enjoyed a very successful career in commercial radio, achieving
the position of Vice President of Scripps Howard Broadcasting. In 1983, he 
suffered a heart attack, which led to a heart transplant in 1986. For nearly twelve years, Mr. Dreyer lived with his new heart, and a
new passion for photography. His physical limitations meant that the majority of his pictures were taken from inside the windows of
his home or a very short distance from his car. He was no longer content giving passing glances to the world outside his windows, but
instead used his camera to bring out the exceptional characteristics of familiar places and things. He won numerous awards for his
work at local and national festivals, including the Tennessee Valley Fair, Dogwood Arts Festival, and National Veterans Art Festival,
and was featured in several solo exhibits as the Knoxville Arts CouncilÕs Artist of the Month.

We are developing a special section of our website (www.friendsofthesmokies.org) to tell the story of this gift and feature images
from this expansive collection. As President Jim Hart explains, ÒFriends will benefit from this generous donation for many years to
come. We often need photographs of the park for use in our publications, and it is a privilege to be able to select from Peter DreyerÕs
images. The possibilities for featuring his work are numerous, and we are deeply grateful to his family for this gift.Ó  
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